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We	Eat	Carbon	
for	Lunch

Martin	Brown	
@Fairsnape	

WHY	CARBON	REDUCTION	
ALONE	IS	NOT	ENOUGH



F	U	T	U	R	E	S	T	O	R	A	T	I	V	E
WORKING	TOWARDS	A	NEW	SUSTAINABILITY

MARTIN	BROWN		@fairsnape



Design brief for	ʻbuilt	environmentʼ industry:

DO	NOTHING	TODAY	
THAT	COMPROMISES	

TOMORROWS	GENERATION

Brundtland	1987



‘SOLASTALAGIA’	- DISTRESS	AND	ILLNESS	FROM	ENVIRONMENTAL	CHANGE	

@Fairsnape	
#FutuREstorative	pexels.com



2.0 > 1.5
MARTIN	BROWN		@fairsnape	

a sense of urgency

Paris Agreement 2015



410 > 350
MARTIN	BROWN		@fairsnape	

a sense of urgency

ppm all time high, April 2017



40% > 40%
MARTIN	BROWN		@fairsnape	

a sense of urgency

Built Environment, Problem + Solution



There are no non-radical approaches left 
before us in addressing climate change

Namoi Klein, This Changes Everything (2015)

Reducing built environment carbon emissions by 
50% by 2025 is now  out of reach with current 
practice. 

UK Green Construction Board (2015)

We no longer have luxury of just being less bad. 
Martin Brown Future Restorative 2016

A sense of urgency



Sustainability:

are we just 
managing 

deer, 

or enabling a 
regenerative 

future  



”WE	SHOULD	N0T	USE	THE	
WORD	SUSTAINABLE	UNTIL	…	

WE	GIVE	AS	MUCH	BACK	AS	
WE	TAKE.”
YVON CHOUINARD @PATAGONIA

#FutuREstorative	



BUSINESS AS USUAL 

RESTORATIVE

CURRENT SUSTAINABILITY 
THINKING OF REDUCING IMPACT, 

BEING LESS BAD

FUTURE RESTORATIVE 
SUSTAINABILITY THINKING OF 

POSITIVE IMPACT -  
DOING MORE GOOD

GREEN

SUSTAINABLE

We no longer have luxury
of just being less bad. 

Future	Building	Standards	
LIVING	BUILDING	CHALLENGE

WELL	BUILD

SUSTAINABLE	DEVELOPMENT	GOALS

Current	Building	Standards
BREEAM

LEED

#futuREstorative



RESTORATIVE 
APPROACHES





EVERY	BUILDING	SHOULD	POSITIVELY	CONTRIBUTE	TO	THE	
SUSTAINABLE	DEVELOPMENT	GOALS

NEW POSITIVE THINKING & GOALS
FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

@Fairsnape	
#FutuREstorative	





Imagine	if	every	act	of	
construction,	every	product	
made	the	world	a	better	
place	… socially,	culturally,	
economically	and	ecologically	

LIVING	BUILDING	CHALLENGE

#imaginebetter



NO	PERFORMANCE	GAP?

CERTIFICATION	ONLY	AFTER	12	MONTH	PROVING	PERIOD

WATER	/	ENERGY	/	AIR		(HEALTH)

FORCES	COLLABORATION	WITH	BUILDING	OPERATIONS	(FM)	/	
CONSTRUCTION	/	DESIGN



‘The	materials	we	build	with	can	
affect	our	wellbeing	as	much	as	
the	food	we	eat,	the	water	we	
drink	and	the	air	we	breathe.’	
Healthy	Buildings	Network	

#FutuREstorative	





The	Red	List	contains	the	worst	in	class	materials	
prevalent	in	the	building	industry.

These	commonly-used	chemicals	on	the	Red	List	are:

• Polluting	the	environment
• Bio-accumulating	up	the	food	chain	until	they	

reach	toxic	concentrations
• Harming	construction	and	factory	workers



A	DECLARE	LABEL	ANSWERS	THREE	QUESTIONS:

Where	does	a	product	come	from?

What	is	it	made	of?

Where	does	it	go	at	the	end	of	its	life?



What	would	the	label	
on	your	product	tell	
me?
#FutuREstorative	



The	New	Carbon

#reimaginecarbon



To	meet	the	Paris	Accord,	WorldGBC	
calls	for	a	dramatic	and	ambitious	
transformation	towards	a	
completely	zero	carbon	built	
environment:

•All	new	buildings	must	be	net	zero	
carbon	from	2030

•100%	of	buildings	must	be	net	
zero	carbon	by	2050



London Energy Transformation Initiative 





Fugitive Carbon: 
Remove Carbon in the Wrong Place

#ReimagineCarbon



Durable Carbon:
Lock-in Circular Economy 

#ReimagineCarbon



Living Carbon:
Restorative Sustainability  

#ReimagineCarbon





Curedon Valley	park	

Once	something	exists,	we	can	no	longer	say	it	is	impossible
Denis	Hayes,	Bullitt	Foundation	

MARTIN	BROWN		@fairsnape	

Bullitt	Centre	Seattle

Biophilic	Design,	
Net	Positive	Water
Energy		
Functions	as	a	Tree
Chemical	Free	
Health	and	Happiness,
Constructed	Wetlands	



14	Patterns	

Cuerdon Valley 
Park Visitor 

Centre
Lancashire UK

LBC Registered (1st UK)

Zero  Cement
Zero Harmful Materials

Natural Materials 
Locally Grown Timber
Restorative Education

Net Zero Energy 
Biophilic Design 
Carbon Positive

Climate Hero  



Cuerdon Valley 
Park Visitor 

Centre
Lancashire UK

LBC Registered (1st UK)

Zero  Cement
Zero Harmful Materials

Natural Materials 
Locally Grown Timber
Restorative Education

Net Zero Energy 
Biophilic Design 
Carbon Positive

Climate Hero  



#ImagineBetter

How	will	you,	
get	beyond	zero?	

#specifilondon

MARTIN	BROWN		@fairsnape #futurestorative



WORKING TOWARDS A NEW
SUSTAINABILITY

MARTIN BROWN
FAIRSNAPE

FAIRSNAPE@GMAIL.COM


